
Contrast is injected into the liver ducts to check for blockages.  Usually, a drainage 

tube is left in the ducts of the liver.  This procedure is usually done when bile is not 

effectively draining into the ducts and into the small bowel causing jaundice.  

Patients are heavily sedated for this procedure.   

1. Labs required: PT/INR, PTT, CHEM 7, CBC and liver function tests (liver 

function test is not required for tube exchanges).  If these labs have been 

drawn during the current hospitalization and there are no indications for a 

recheck, the patient will not need to be retested.   

Let the Imaging nurse know if patient is on medications or other indications 

have occurred so the radiologist can determine what labs to re-check. 

2. Orders will be needed for the patient to be NPO for 4 hours prior to the 

procedure. 

3. Usually, routine medications are not withheld.  *However, if the patient is on 

anticoagulants, orders will need to be obtained for withholding these meds. 

4. The night before the procedure, the patient will need to scrub or be scrubbed 

with Betadine or Phisoderm from the right nipple to the iliac crest and from 

the midline anterior to midline posterior. 

5. IV access is required. 

6. Antibiotics are needed pre-procedure.  If the patient is not on antibiotics, 

notify the Imaging nurse. 

An Imaging nurse can be reached at x5280, M-F, 7am-7pm.  After hours, the on-call 

nurse can be paged by calling the Imaging front office at x4455. 
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